Hayden Cole Stephens
November 20, 1995 - December 8, 2018
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Hayden Cole Stephens, age 23, passed away on Saturday, December 8,
2018, at Athens Limestone Hospital. Hayden was born on November 20, 1995
in Morgan County to Johnny Stephens and LeeAnn Whitt Stephens.

He was preceded in death by his grandparents, Roger and Billie Sue McGuire
Whitt and Ernia and Wilma Stephens.

Hayden is survived by his father, Johnny Stephens; mother, LeeAnn Whitt
Stephens; sisters, Whitney Stephens Moran (Jake) and Christen Stephens
(Jason); brother, Landon Stephens (Jennifer); special uncle and aunt, Chris
and Terry Whitt; special cousins, Cayla Whitt Morse (Isaac), Zach Whitt, and
Blake Whitt (Rachel). Hayden had one special nephew, Jordan Moran.
Hayden and Jordan loved each other like brothers. Their relationship with
each other was very special. He is also survived by many other uncles, aunts,
and cousins.

Services for Hayden will be at 3:00 p.m. on Saturday, December 15, 2018, at
Central Church of Christ with Andy John King officiating. The family will
receive friends from 12:00-2:15 p.m. prior to the service. Burial will be in
Roselawn Cemetery.

Hayden graduated from Tanner High School in 2014. During his time in



school, he excelled in academics and athletics. He always worked very hard
to be the very best he could be in whatever he did. When his football team
was state runner-up in 2011, Hayden told his family that he wanted to work
hard and win the championship the next year for his brother, Landon, who was
on the 2011 team. Hayden and the rest of the team worked very hard during
the off-season and Tanner won their school’s first state football championship
in 2012. Tanner again won the state championship in 2013 during Hayden’s
senior year. Hayden was awarded Most Valuable Player of the game, which
was one of his proudest accomplishments. Hayden loved running track and he
worked very hard at running. Tanner’s track team also won a state
championship so he was again a part of another state championship team,
which made us all very proud that his hard work had again paid off.

When Hayden graduated from high school, he began working hard at playing
the guitar. He had taught himself to play the guitar at the age of 12, but it was
actually a gift that he had been given. He was a natural at playing the guitar
and it was magical listening to him play. Over the past few years, Hayden has
won several guitar competitions and he has traveled around the south
accompanying a young lady named Ashley Walls, from Marietta, Georgia.
Hayden loved playing guitar before an audience; it gave him the most joy we
have ever seen! He and Ashley were the opening act for Billy Ray Cyrus last
August and it was one of the highlights of Hayden’s life. He recently won the
guitar finger picking contest at the Fiddler’s Convention in October 2018. His
family and friends were very proud of this accomplishment and so was
Hayden. He was beaming with pride when his name was called as the winner.
Hayden was scheduled to graduate in May 2019 with a degree in Music
Industry. His goal was to play guitar with a band in a studio setting. He had
such a bright and promising future in music.

Hayden was loved by so many people. He never met a stranger and he would
start a conversation with strangers wherever he went. When he worked at a



local restaurant a few years ago, he would sit down with customers that he did
not even know and begin talking with them like he had known them all of his
life. He had such a wonderful personality. Hayden also loved animals, but
especially dogs. His family called him the “dog magnet”. If he saw a dog
anywhere he went, he would take off to pet the dog and talk to the owner
about their dog. He especially loved Golden Doodles. He had always wanted
to own a Golden Doodle someday. However, aside from playing guitar,
Hayden'’s favorite thing to do was to vacation at Disney World with his family,
especially with his Mother and his sister, Christen. He was so happy when he
was at Disney. He and his Mother had actually become annual passholders
two years ago because they loved going to Disney World so much. He would
meet so many people there and he loved riding every ride and roller coaster
he could find. His favorite thing of all at Disney was to visit the countries at
Epcot. He especially loved to visit Norway at Epcot and he had plans to visit
the country of Norway one day. He actually had many places in the world he
had planned to visit in the future. He had so many hopes and aspirations for
his life.

Hayden was loved by so many and he is going to be dearly missed. Our
family’s hearts are broken that he is not going to be with us every day. Our
lives are never going to be the same without Hayden with us each day
laughing and playing jokes on all of us, but we have so many wonderful
memories of him and he will forever be in our hearts.

Hayden was a member of Central Church of Christ.

Pallbearers will be Landon Stephens, Zach Whitt, Blake Whitt, Jake Moran,
Matthew Stephens, and Tyler Stephens.



Tribute Wall

Reminding those whom you support that your thoughts are with
them.

Tribute Store - December 15, 2018 at 10:43 AM

With sincere sympathy to the family. Praying for Susie and Mandy
Jake and Emily Snoddy

Marcella Scott - December 14, 2018 at 11:22 PM



You're going to be missed so much young man. | will never forget
meeting you when you were young and you and my son played
football together. First time | seen you playing a guitar was at the
doors of the Elem. School and you and Kaleb were playing and
singing. You were so polite and shook my hand . | remember seeing
you on Skype when Jessi and Kaleb 1st got a computer. You'd be
playing you're guitar sitting in a tan chair, you and Kaleb sharing
notes on playing. You could be so funny, which surprised me bc |
thought of you as being a quiet person. You were more than just a
guitar playing football playing superstar you were a friend to so
many and a Brother, a Son ,Grandson, Uncle& Loved your Saviour.
You came to me in a dream Wed. Night and stood bedside me as
we stood in your front yard and said Ms. McCay please tell Kaleb
and them I'm good, Im alright, it's ok. Then after a few mins of
talking. You lifted into what seemed like a fog where you were being
met by some older folks. Then | woke up. | felt weird all day
Thursday, even called Kaleb last night to tell him. He reminded me
that there's things that happen that we may never understand bc it's
beyond our understanding. | called to be there for him, to check on
him, He was the one that ended up being there for me. Speaking so
elegantly of God's Love . Then what you said was compmete. |
Love you young man and thank you for being you, one day we will
meet again.

Kristy McCay - December 14, 2018 at 07:17 PM

Rest In Peace Hayden you will be dearly missed.

Haley Haggermaker - December 14, 2018 at 07:02 PM
We are so sorry for your loss and pray the Lord will keep you in His
perfect peace during the days, weeks, and months ahead.

Lucy & Ava Young - December 14, 2018 at 03:14 PM



Humble, multi-talented, extraordinary, brilliant...these are but a few
words that describe this precious, precious young man. Like so
many others, | have been blessed by his presence. To know
Hayden was to love him...and | do.

Kathy Page - December 13, 2018 at 09:07 PM
Hayden was a student in both my Spanish 101 and 102 courses. He
loved the Spanish language. We would tease him about his love of
Taco Bell. | often called on him to get us back on topic when we
would go down a cultural “rabbit hole”. He was truly a great young
man and student. | miss him so much. My prayers are with all his
family and friends.

Elizabeth Willingham - December 13, 2018 at 05:56 PM
SORRY TO HEAR SUSIE AND MANDY
MAY GOD COMFORT YOU ALL AT THIS SAD TIME

MR AND MRS LYNN SCOTT

Marcella Scott - December 13, 2018 at 05:51 PM



Hayden was the most enjoyable person | have ever been around.
The things he would say and do were so funny and entertaining.
The absolute best personality you could imagine. | always prayed
one of our family members would inherit the guitar talent from my
dad, Roger, and Hayden definitely received that gift from God. His
guitar playing skills had gotten so impressive that I truly feel they
were on a professional level. There was not a song he couldn’t learn
in a very short time. | was so amazed everytime | listened to him. So
very talented! | feel like | have lost my own son. We will miss you so
much Hayden. | know you and Roger are playing together now. | will
never forget what a great person you were. Your friend and uncle,
Chris

Chris Whitt - December 13, 2018 at 05:31 PM



